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meet, and in that way he wa. b rred 
trom the pleasure of participating 
with the other ar t ists. 

ears ago I heard a story about 
Senator ChB ton 's fiddUng. Along 
way from Charleston, on E lk R1 ver, 
there lived an old mountaineer who 
had a recollection of the keen pleas­
ure he had experienced from hearing 
the Senator play. He looked for · 
ward to hearing him again, but the 
slow years slipped by so fast, that 
his feet were standing on the brink. 
Hut when he heard that the Senator 
was coming into his county, and be 
gathered his clan about him and told 
them that he wanted to hear the 
Senator play the fiddle once more 
before he died. Hia- people under­
stood and the Senator was communI­
cated with and accepted the invIta­
tion to play. But when he tried to 
go to the old man's house, Elk river 
was in fiood. There was no boat, 
and no bridge, and no way to get 
o ere Then the Senator came down 
to the edge of the rl ver on one Ide 
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gentleman of pan ish b irth &ond for fi 
br edfog &oDDounced that he h ad t o near a 
go on: "A e, do 51 do. " I t seems music 
"lH~t hi lll SIi card dealt turned down it tllIlIIo U,1 

wa an ace and his next card was Ia.rger 
another ace turned up. Thus he to the 
had his a.ces "back t o back," t he That 
hi best possible hand to go with. nJt n, .. 

Now if °that ,is not what do 81 do come 
means, find out for yoursel ves. wei 

FiddHng was not only a question of with 
skill but endurance. A fiddler added a.uger, 
greatly to the joys of the young per- knife, 
sons, but the amusement was not the 
only frowned upon by the great maj rnL.. 

ority of the best and most plwerful 
persons, but absolutely forbidden the 
children. Thou shalt not d,ance, was 
an added commandment. 'l'he way ear 
It worked as a rule was that It was It, 
thougtly Impressed upon the chUd out 
ay of 11 ve or six yea.rs of age. He of 

must never dance. That and the al­
ternative or hell-fire took strong hold 
u hll Imagtnatlon, and he pur u-

the 0 tenor of hi 
11 h zy Ith 
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/I from th it w 1"1 ed as a rule was that it wa 
I Ie gain tIl ugl.ly Jrnpres ed up n t he child 
r !Iou e. 1 ay r tl ve or six years or age. He 

ho C) lXlust never dance. Tha.t and the a l-
10 r ternati ve of hell-flre took strong hold 

pper. Af- upon his imaginat ion, and he pur u­
II d b en ed the noiseless t enor of h is way, un 
r of tilne til he beca.me hazy wit h YOuth. Then 
o 

I 11"e 
aD he would fall and t r Ip the light fan 
d tastic t oe and find great sport in 

dodging the lightning that was sup· 
posed to strike him down for his dis 
obedience. Then he would marr. 
some fine, mountain girl, and when 
they had children, they would tell 
them about the time they were five 
and six years old that under no cIr­
cumstances must they ever dance 
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Under this good old pla.n the moun· 
tains raised the best men and woo 
men the world ever saw, and it ls to 
be hoped th&t tllere is enough of the 
lron Jert in the present hectic gener­
ation to s&ve us after the d&ys of this 
cataclysm h&ve passed, and reason 
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atacJysm have passed, and reason 

ha re uroed her away. 
inful as it ma.y be, wicked and over 

worldly, and sad beyond conception, cove' 
It Is only honest to say that I wished been 
the other day that I could meet witb old tl 
a couple of dozen other youngsters OD tend 
a smooth fioor, with one ot those old I 
fidclers present, and once more try to 
shake a fooli to the romantic pleading - to 
of a fiddle. But; the kids would Dot pol 
staqd for ~t. Grandpll must behave the 
I am sure the fiddler would have en· Wit 
joyed it more fur there in that great boys 
room he was like a lamb tn a large 
place. It took more. than a. fiddle 
string to fill that aching void. 

'rhe perpetual motion of a good 
bow arm in ·the old days, was one of 
the long distance tes Along abou l 
the sixth hour of the , the fid· 
dler would take time for refresh-
ments. This was about two o'clock 
In the morning, and the shank of tll 
evening. At this time he would pro 
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~- ~ d sour- place. It took more tban a. Udi:Il 
ndere ta string to fiJI that aching vold. 
rllly tatCCnePJD~ f'T'he perpetual motion of a go 
9 U 0 ,,&. ld d f tJ JtJes as bow arm in ·tbe 0 ays, w s one 0 r 
~~e ~dlehour the long distance tests. long ab U 1'he 
om his rep- the sixtb hour of the dllooce, the fid· Wh 

1 I b was dJer would take time out for re~resh- lla.d 
W) C meots. This was about too cl0 k 

g reat in t he morning, and the sh ank of th OllC 
a:n:n 'who evening. At this time h e wou ld pro c~s 
1e. babJy ge t a su reptitiotls drink or two, fro 

and the bucks would make him up w 
w wen~ h f h d his purse. Being t us re res e I en· tun 

that couraged, aud strengthened he was Iro 
able to furnish music for the dance he 

would until breakfast. Music consisted \)f tid 
one fiddler. More would have been a 
superfluity. And there Is no question har 
that the fiddle music Is the aftUnlt, Ian 
of dancln~. That klnR" of Instrum· sio 

rouse ents. the plano, be It played ever so 
the old cunningly, could not furnish the 
the wI)· wlld abandOn to a mountain dance. I 
fiddlers. can remember occasions when the 
the for · tiddler was absent, th_t the plano was 

Inter· substituted, and It was llke church 
tbe mu 10 and the danced borged down 

of 'Iult. But let tbe fiddle speak 
brJ bt eyed beauties respond. 
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ag. t~::t~~'ficidJe ~usjc is the afllintti. 
rs ba or dancJn~. That king or 1nstrum· 

rouse ents. the piano, be it played ever so 
he old cunningly, could Dot furnish the 
16 wjJ· wild aband6n to a mO!!DtaiD dance. I 
MIers. can remember occasions when the 
Ie for· fiddler was absent, that the piano was 
Inter- substituted, and it was like church 
" the music and the danced bogged down 
pIe of and quit. But let the fiddle speak 
I us Ie. and bright eyed beauties respond. 
Lster· There is something haunting and 
, we compelling about it. No wonder that 
(d of the pulpit thundered against the in­
fven sidious temptations of the devn)s 
3 tid · own instrument the fiddle, and the 
~ ing. innocent young lads and lassies hard· 
rest, ly knew what to do, with the fiddle 
r eni tugging at their heart strings, and 
~ of duty oPPosing Its dreadful infiuence. 
b~s "By the PI th the younger son must 
~rJy tread, . 
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Ir off duty oppos nth the younger son must excep 
!l 0 "By the P& cl 
) hi tread, th and saddle of 
erly Ere he win to hear • 
urn - his own, in the 
rip- Mid the riot of the sbearers 
:Jk, shed, i temp 
~ck In the silence of his qu e 
In alone. 

lId In the evening, on a bucket, upside 
iul down, 

I whisper what the bravest won't 
0 - confess, 
te I am Music, I am Torment, I am 
l- Town, 
1_ I am all that ever went with Eve-

ning Dress." 
It was very hard in the old days tn 

find among the staid householders of 
tbe mountains, pomes that would 
countenance the dance. One of th 
great drawbacks was lihat It me 

II nliht affair, and there 



15 ,. 

told tbe be no sleep for anyone i the house. 
of wan This gave rise to t l e p latform ~ance. 
1e other A plank floor was laid in the shade 

jt; was of the trees and there the dancea 
I had wer~ held. but that had its draw 

uld Dot backs. Ohaperone it ever so care­
square fuJIy, there remained an outlaw ele 

B that lDent who would insist on brl 
:-8 tha jugs to ·the picnic, and the 
lOught would say it in st itches. Tht' 
it was time doctor sewed some of the 
Is. I t seams you ever saw as a 
I girls parties of this kind. They say tn 
ierest. city, that certain lawless 
Gher I carry something on , the hlp. 
rifted ought to have seen the j full 

in jug ot the old days. 
to That fiddle music the other 

cap- carrIed me back. The boys 
fig were taking it with a rather 
od look. But I could see old 
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K were ta lng lti WHi Ii r 
10k. ut I ould see old fellows 
tan fog on tip-t es and trying to 

y t a fiJI f the music, and getting 
u. long about as well as if they were 

ting thin sou p with a 'splinter. I 
t It I1ke saying to the old boys to 

r earn DO more, for a tender grace of 
r day that is dead, will never come 

i b ck 40 us. 
he Here is one solution of the craze 
d f or fiddle music. For something 

Dear a hundred years it wa.s the only 
.. music known on the Western Waters. 

It stands to reason that none of the 
larger instruments could be im "",,.'r., 

e to the log houses of the wilde--' 
Tha.t was to corne later. They 
O.Jt pack them in. The fiddle 
come in adding only a tew 
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do come lU d" iic()(le was not brought 
f 11 " a; yfng pan, the axe, and the 

of Jtl1 th~D~ the rifle gun, and the 
d a.uger, then one could be ma.de out of 

,f- nffe'ti e woods wlthoun trouble. 
~t th;~a e v has been much said about 
IJ1 tbe ~~emona violins, an~ the im. 

mense price that they .brIng today. 
1'" But it takes a more dlscrlminatlutn 
year than mine to sense their superior. 

ity over the ancient fiddle . whittled 
d out with a pocket knife on the head 
e of Bitter Ureek. At Cremona In 

Italy, the fiddles made by some of 
the neigL borS have attained a. great 
reputation, and they are fa~orlte 
themes tJr son,,! and story in modern 
times: At Cremona, the Am 1;1 
~.tra.dl vari, G uarnerl, anj Ru nrnr' 
r~mlJ1e, all fine old It Han h 
ould make good fiddles 
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k e him up wa a Dob le fu Itlve who pIa. e 
re hed, eo · une 00 a fiddle uobekoo u t to old 
Id h e wa I roo ide.. aod after the re tora.tion, 
~he daDo he weot by the Dame of 11 er ' 
lslsted ~J tiddJer. 
ve been a .E or more tl.an a hundre year the 
I question hardwood fore~ts of the App 18 11-

affiini ty lans guarded by a savage race h ad 
Jnstrum· stopped the advance ot the Chrl ti 0 

ever so people. It remained for the cot h 
11sh the to con1uer it a nd to bring abou t the 

nce. 1 form ation of a republic. 
tbe A t t hat time these immigrants h ad 
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church liha t everything- tl at w as pleasant 

down was sin t ul. It Was wrong to laugh. 
speak It wl/s wrong to write poetry. It 
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J cept po Jbly that. hi 

C too t til t I 
• 

T o( 
and 
m uJ 

T.D 

J 



,.,.11 not the 
OUt:' f ~ere ar more 

11 took over the 
r~trY , 0 gantzed 
later to furnl 
rlle rica. for the mt' 

I nations. '.file Cbur t 

of the Presbyter a 
ower of imprisonment;. 

to whip, or to brand , 
Doing penance be· , 

ation was ODe of the : 
get ting right wlththe , 

n to m uslc was prohl. 
less to make music. 
be no music In the 
not even at weddings 

ted. A spacial act w 
ng it an offense punl :0-

nne and such tur~nt.r 
a tl e esslo . 
t wed I 
Oyt , 

, , , , , , 



t rot 
other 

.0 & ... ",. 
[ od 
e be put in 

At the 
e London 

another 
lfiddler's 
closure 
there Is 
fiddle V&.I 

dancers, 
ed tVU411K 

especia 
The 

was the 
for the 
cr tcb 
It 

to;ter v of Glasgow and 

. especially prohtbltp.d 
i!d and singers were to 

• 
tlle time down about 
foT instance, there was 
at was beaded towa.rds 
eeD, a parttcular en· 

Elysian fields, wher~ 
be perpetual mirth. .. 
ver ceases to untiring 

ty of gro~!- and unllmit· 
This sec tion assigned 

sailors. 
ddle known in Scotland 
onian Cremona, a name 
, so Gal1ed from the 
vement evoked. 
the plan of llfe h t 

ements were to meet; 
rid, and tJ for 
Amert 

d to 
hlldr 
th 

, 



out of 
Ie. 
ibout 

lm­
:>da . 
iltiog 
rioI'­
~tl ed 
bead 

in 
of 

eat 
ite 

It 
these 
the IV 
kno vvn 
are 
surely 
thoQgh 
borred. 

Then 
and d 
their 
tion 
best th 

t i , 
. 

eIl 
ds, 
ey 
he 

Grad 
ments 
church 
recall h 
And 
dispe 

er of the 
music. 

T .av. 

I ....... 

, t evut'l.O;; . 
t"e IXleD Ia.D of life tha.t 
tile P e to meet in 
ents wer e 

eIXl d t.J form a rac 
rId, aD. n to which we 
AmerIca. , Weare 

d to belong. 
ild ren of immigrant~, 
that the word is a . 

e the fiddle and desire 
icted, but both played 

~""I~t resulted in a Cl viliza-
ith all its fat lts is the 

world 1 a yet e n. 
the io. trumental lnstru- . 
d their way· if to the 
ding, though I do not 

seen a fiddle in church. 
w fangled dances have 

ith t he fiddle. The hope 
hug ea~h other to fixed 

-

, 
a subconsciousness 
e sinful fiddle. and 
i ts wicked strains, 
the other a. 

th3tt 
that C 
bll 

r day In h rl t 
no r I 1 



ttl a II IUS 
wor ld ha yet e n. , 

he in. trumental instru -
ct their way · into the 
Jng. though do Dot 
seen a fiddle in church. 

"/{ fangled dances have 
th the fiddle. The hope 
hug ea~h other to fixed 

3 subconsciousness th~t 
e sinful fiddle. a.nd tha.t C 
its wicked stra.ins, while 
the other way_ 

da.y in Charleston. the 
DO particular effect upon M 
ity, other than a slight. 

f the ea rth. 


